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This is a publication for the members of Charbonneau Men’s Golf 
Club (CMGC) from the Board of Directors. Your suggestions are 
welcomed. 
 
The mission of the 
CMGC Board of 
Directors is to provide 
great golfing 
experiences for all skill 
levels. The keys to our 
success are the many 
volunteers on the board, 
committees and events.  
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President’s Message 
The total membership of the Club has remained relatively 

constant over the past few years.  We currently have 225 regular 
members, and 2 public members. The average handicap for our 
membership is about 21, compared to the national average of about 
15, which probably reflects the higher than average age of our 
members.  While about 25-35 new members join our ranks each year, 
we have an equal number of members moving away or leaving golf for 
medical and personal reasons.  There are no plans or need to increase 
our membership at this time.  Our reputation as a welcoming and 
respectful club attracts new members which helps to keep our total 
membership at a healthy level. 

Some highlights of the 2017 golf season were: 
• A MEMBERS DIRECTORY was again printed and distributed at 

the beginning of the season in April.  Feedback from members is 
that this is an important document produced by the Board to 
help members network and make plans for playing golf. 

• The newly established NINE-HOLE DIVISION Committee was 
considered a success and was approved as a permanent 
committee of the Mens Club Board.  The committee members 
continue to improve the support for 9 hole events; giving all our 
members a choice for playing 9 or 18. 

• A CLUB BROCHURE was created, which is handed out to new 
residents of Charbonneau to promote golf in the community, as 
well as explaining the benefits of joining the Mens Club. 

• THE TIN CUP OPEN event (9 holes) was expanded to include 
separate flights for men, women, and mixed teams.  The Mens 
Club Board team defeated our Head Pro, Chris Bensel, in the 
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exhibition.  Chris Bensel’s golf clinic received many accolades 
from our members and guests. 

• The INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT was considered a success 
even though the volunteers and Pro Shop staff had to make 
major changes in the event to accommodate the severe heat wave 
during this event.   

• Golf EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS were developed and hosted by 
the Mens Club for the golfing community (men and women) that 
remain in Charbonneau over the winter months.  The feedback 
from participants was that these are worthwhile and should 
continue again each winter season.   
This past year, the golf courses were kept in excellent condition 

for our events, and more improvements to the courses are planned by 
Chris and Danny and their staffs for next year.  The courses also 
continue to benefit from the success of the “Geese Guys” program and 
the tireless efforts of the Tuesday Volunteers who assisted Danny in 
undertaking golf course improvements. 

Financially, the Club is in good shape, with more than adequate 
cash reserves.  Over the next several years, some of the cash reserves 
will be used to absorb expected higher costs for catering and other 
services.  Because we have more than adequate reserves, the Board 
sees no need to increase the 2018 annual dues ($60 or $70).  Some of 
the major event fees may increase (e.g. $25 or $30), but the 2018 
Invitational Tournament fees are budgeted to remain the same as 
2017.  The Board will continue to host the two free breakfast events 
that mark the beginning and ending of the golf season (i.e. Spring and 
Fall).   

The goal of the Men’s Club for the 2018 season will be to provide 
fun and memorable golf experiences for the members of our 
Charbonneau golfing community.  As our past President, Geoff 
Knudsen was noted to say, regardless of the weather, Play On! 
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Financial Report  
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Current and Future Board Members 
 

Jim Bartlett 
Jim and his wife Heather (married 35 years) moved from Tualatin to 
Charbonneau in May of 2010. Jim earned a BA in Business from 
Humboldt State University and a JD from the University of San 
Francisco in 1978.  He practiced law for 20 years in California 
specializing in estate planning, probate, juvenile law and business 
law. Subsequently, he joined the faculty at Western Business College 
where he held many positions including Dean and Associate Dean.  
Jim and Heather have 2 children Stephanie (University of Oregon) 
and Stacy (University of Arkansas).  Jim brings a wealth of 
organizational experience to the Men’s Club having headed up many 
non-profit organizations during his career. Although he is new to golf, 
he enjoys playing with the Men’s Club and has found his term on the 
Men’s Club Board to be quite educational. 

Steve Bennett 
Steve and his wife, Geralyn (Geri) moved to this area in 

December 2015.  They built a home in Canby, so that they could be 
closer to 4 of their 5 children who live in the area.  This past winter 
(2016) they started looking for a golfing group that they could 
join.  They discovered Charbonneau where the people were very 
welcoming. They encouraged Geri and Steve to join the Men's and 
Women's clubs which they did. Steve and Geri, an RN, completely 
retired in the Spring of 2012.  Steve sold their Commercial Printing 
business.  They enjoyed a number of years RV'ing. They loved the 
traveling and spending winters at their winter place in the California 
desert.  They took up golf and enjoyed stopping and playing in the 
communities that they visited; much too late in life to learn to play 
well!  Steve’s professional background began as an Advertising 
Salesman for the daily newspaper in So. Lake Tahoe.  The next 10 
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years found him moving to the Bay Area and then to Oregon.  HIs last 
job was as Publisher of the The Dalles Daily Chronicle.  His duties 
included budgeting, sales, and overseeing the Editorial, Advertising, 
Business Office and Circulation Departments.  In 1986, he resigned 
his position and he and Geri purchased a local commercial printing 
business in The Dalles, Oregon.  Soon they added 2 more printing 
businesses, one in Hood River and one in Longview, WA.  Then with 
a business partner, they started a Carpet Cleaning Equipment 
Manufacturing business in North Portland.   

His experience outside of work include: Past Pres. of a Lions 
Club and of a Rotary Club. He has been a Board member for Oregon 
Newspaper Publishers Association and Board member for their 
homeowners association in California.  He has served on budget 
committees for a hospital, a community college and a homeowners 
association. 

Mike Brown 
Mike Brown graduated with a BS degree from San Diego State 

University in 1969 and a Masters in Genetics in 1972.  He worked at 
San Diego Children’s Hospital and UCSD Medical school. In 1977 he 
and his wife, Sandee, moved to Portland to join The Oregon Health & 
Science University’s Clinical Cytogenetics Lab, which in 2008, 
became part of the Knight Cancer Institute at OHSU. Mike was 
involved in early research resulting in the development of leukemia 
treatment drugs.  Mike and Sandee moved to Charbonneau in 2012 
and fell in love with this community. After his retirement in 2015, he 
has been playing golf and supporting the men’s club. He has worked 
with the Tuesday golf group assisting in everything from cleanup of 
weeds and tree trimming to helping with the installation of the 
yardage markers on sprinkler heads for all 27 holes.  Mike has always 
believed in the integrity of the game of golf. 
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Jim Gibbons 
Kathy and Jim moved to Charbonneau in 1998, and have enjoyed 

the many activities provided by our community, especially the golf 
events. Prior to Jim’s retirement in 2008, Jim was the Executive 
Director for the Oregon Golf Association for 13 years. He was 
involved with all aspects of working with OGA member clubs 
including handicapping, tournaments, course rating, junior golf and 
rules of golf. These experiences will benefit the Men’s Club in the 
future. Jim also played in 7 National Championships giving him a 
unique perspective. To quote Jim “We all want to play as well as we 
can, but the main focus should be to have fun with golf”. 

 

 
Laurin Larsen 

Laurin and his wife, Maureen moved to Charbonneau two years 
ago and downsized from a farm on Stafford Road to retirement. They 
have lived in Wilsonville for 39 years, where they raised their three 
children and owned the Larsen Farm Nursery. Their nursery was his 
wife’s business while he was in the photo equipment manufacturing 
business for thirty years and later in real estate for about 12 years. 

Laurin has been actively involved with volunteer activities and 
organizations throughout his career. Some of these activities include 
the Board of Directors of the Scandinavian Heritage Foundation, a 35 
year member of the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Posse, President of 
the SW Portland Lions Club, the Photo Marketing Association, 
various Church groups, and others. Laurin will contribute a variety of 
golf experiences, organizational skills, and a strong interest in the 
game of golf, especially here at Charbonneau. 
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Mike Lucich 
Mike moved to Charbonneau four years ago after a 25 year career 

as a music educator in the State of Hawaii Public School System.  He 
taught band students at Molokai High School and Kailua High 
School.  His final tenure was that of Fine Arts Department Chairman 
at McKinley High School in downtown Honolulu, where he also 
taught guitar and piano lab classes. Prior to moving to Hawaii he 
taught at Central High School, in Monmouth. He has a Master’s 
Degree from Western Oregon State University and was awarded a 
summer music fellowship at Northwestern University in Evanston, 
IL. He is still an active musician.  He says that moving to 
Charbonneau was one of his better decisions and very much enjoys 
living here. 
 

John McLain 
John and his wife Cathi arrived in Charbonneau in 2013 from 

Lake Oswego where they raised their two children, Kate and Sean.  
John has a BS in Business Administration from Cal State Northridge 
and an MBA from Marylhurst University. Retiring in 2014, he had a 
long career in the electric utility industry (SCE and PGE) including 
experience in areas of Financial Management, Corporate Planning, 
Operating Management, Administration, Business Development, 
Marketing, and Training.  He was an Adjunct Faculty Member at 
Marylhurst University, and at Clackamas Community College. He has 
been president of Homeowners’ Associations as well as National 
Association of Accountants chapters.  John spent many years as a 
paid soccer coach as well as playing several recreational sports.  

He currently spends his time doing consulting work with a select 
few clients, improving his golf and tennis games, and especially 
enjoys traveling with his wife Cathi. 
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John Meyers 
            John and his wife Diane moved from Beaverton to 
Charbonneau in September of 2011. John has been an official “golfer” 
for one year, but enjoyed the game for over 20 years before moving to 
Charbonneau. John and his wife moved to Oregon in 1985. He 
worked for AIFP (American International Forrest Products) for 30 
years and retired in 2015.  John and his wife celebrated their 44th 
anniversary this year.  They have two sons, a daughter-in-law, and 
one grandson. John and Diane are both from Texas, but their hearts 
are in Oregon. 

 
Paul D. Newman 
           Long retired, Paul has lived in Charbonneau for slightly over a 
year and enjoys golf and travel. In previous work experience Paul led 
several companies in product development, sales, marketing, and 
general management on a worldwide basis with a focus on Consumer 
Electronic Products and Electronic Media products and services. A 
particular zeal for startup companies and products would lead to 
living in Asia and Europe which ultimately led to a public listing on 
the NASDQ. 

He looks forward to contributing to the Men’s Club Board, 
utilizing his experience and assisting in projects to further benefit the 
membership. 
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Tournament Schedule 2018 
The tentative calendar of Men’s Club 2018 major social events: 
• January 5  Frost Bite Open Golf & Lunch 
• April 7   Kick-off Breakfast and Golf 
• May 2   First Men’s Night Out 
• May 30   Memorial Day Couples Golf and Dinner 
• June 6   Second Men’s Night Out 
• June 22   Tin Cup Event 
• July 2   Independence Day Couples Golf and Dinner 
• July 18   Third Men’s Night Out 
• August 2-3  Invitational 
• August 8   Nine-Hole Guest Day 
• September 5  Labor Day Couples Golf and Dinner 
• September 19 Fourth Men’s Night Out 
• October 5  Season Finale Dinner, Hosted by 9 Hole Div 
• October 20  Annual Business Meeting Breakfast and Golf 


