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This is a publication for the members of Charbonneau Men’s Club 
(CMC) from the Board of Directors.  
Your suggestions are welcomed. 
 
The mission of the CMC Board of 
Directors is to provide great golfing 
experiences for all skill levels for the 
community of golf at Charbonneau. 
The keys to our success are the many 
volunteers on the board, committees 
and at events.  
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President’s Message 
Our membership has been increasing over the past few years; 

now over 250 members.   The average handicap for our membership 
is about 20, compared to the national average of about 15.  About 
26% of our members have a handicap less than 15.  Our reputation as 
a welcoming and respectful club attracts new members which helps to 
keep our total membership at a healthy level. 

Some highlights of the 2018-2019 golf season were: 
• A MEMBERS DIRECTORY was again printed and distributed at 

the beginning of the season in April.  Feedback from members is 
that this is an important document produced by the Board to 
help members network and make plans for playing golf.  All of 
the directory information is updated regularly on the website.   

• The ONGOING DEVELOPMENT OF WEBSITE AND EMAIL 
continued to improve the information services to our members.  
Work started in 2017-2018 was initially by Paul Newman and 
Mike Lucich, and more recently in 2018-2019 by John McLain.  
The quick turnaround for game day scores this past year, were 
the result of Bill Moir and his team of scorekeepers, backed up by 
Mike Lucich. 
o The professional services for website and email services 

from Elaine Swyt continue to be a valued service to the club 
o We still have more work next year to expand the photos of 

members on the website so that members can match faces to 
go with names the directory 
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• The NINE-HOLE DIVISION committee members continue to 
improve the support for 9-hole events; giving all our members a 
choice for playing 9 or 18.  There are 44% of members who 
indicated a preference that includes playing in 9-hole events:  
o 21% of our club members who prefer 9 holes only 
o 23% prefer 9 or 18  
o 56% prefer 18 holes only 

• The INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT was considered a success 
under the leadership of Mike Brown, Denny Barton, and John 
Meyers, who managed teams of volunteers, along with the 
assistance of the CWGA army of volunteers in their bright red 
shirts. The playing conditions were fantastic and the fellowship 
and golfing experience superb. Chris Bensel and his staff are to 
be commended for their incredible expertise in running a nearly 
flawless event. Matt Collier and his crew set the course up 
extremely well and many great comments about the course were 
expressed by the guests who joined in this year's event. As 
mentioned above, the CWGA committee, under the leadership of 
Jan Landis and Kathy Harp, provided a group effort that was 
appreciated by all who came in contact with this fun and 
exuberant group of ladies. Although we had fewer teams this year 
than last, the competition was keen, and all enjoyed 
themselves. Sponsorship was tremendous. We encourage all at 
Charbonneau to support our Sponsors listed on the "BIG 
BOARD" and to use their services whenever possible. 

• Golf EDUCATIONAL & SOCIAL EVENTS were again hosted 
during the winter months and were well attended. The feedback 
from participants was that these are worthwhile and should 
continue again each winter season, especially the Rules Seminar 
by Jim Gibbons. The Chili contest was also a hit and will be 
repeated again. 
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• The TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE – Major tournament 
activities, namely the Double Elimination Match Play was re-
designed to improved timing of matches, and the Charbonneau 
Cup was reinvented as a season-long points competition and 
tournament. Increased communication with monthly notices on 
the bulletin boards and on the webpage significantly improved 
the year-long game and tournament schedule. Laurin Larsen and 
his team of volunteers met these challenges, and others. Laurin 
has volunteered to lead this team again in 2020.   

• The GOLF COURSE IS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION – Matt 
Collier, our golf course superintendent, has been very busy this 
year with multiple projects that will not only improve the course 
and playability, but pay big benefits in time management for 
both Matt and his crew. The new water monitoring system and 
controllers have been installed allowing for better use and 
consumption of water. Pumps have been repaired but we will 
probably need new ones in the future. Meters and filters are 
running well and delivering better quality water to the Golf 
Course and HOA clients. This year Charbonneau introduced an 
aeration method that will not only improve the grass quality, but 
will over time condition the greens to be healthier and establish a 
golf playing surface for all to enjoy. Be patient with this process 
as it will take some time to undo the decades of neglect that our 
greens and course maintenance have endured.  When you see 
Matt and his crew around the course tip your hat or give a 
thumbs-up for a job well done. After all, they are the guardians of 
our Home Course and we would not have such a great 
playground to grow old on and enjoy with our families without 
their many hours of pride that they put into their jobs. 
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• The Board would like to send a special "Thank You" to the 
Tuesday work party headed by Spencer Groshong. This group of 
volunteers works throughout the year, with guidance from Matt, 
on projects that require time and labor to beautify and keep clean 
this magnificent property we enjoy. Whether you play golf, or 
just enjoy the beautiful setting created by this area, it is very 
clear that without a scenic landscape Charbonneau might well be 
just another Wilsonville suburb. 

During the winter months, the Board will continue to seek out and 
listen to ideas from the members and plan for improvements to golf 
and social events for 2019-2020 season.  On behalf of the Board of 
Directors, we hope you all can “play more golf” in the 2019-2020 golf 
season. 
 

Hole In One entry fees are included in your annual dues 
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Financial Report  
The membership year for the club was November 1, 2018, 

through October 31, 2019. The Men’s Club is in good financial shape, 
with more than adequate cash reserves of about $10,500 after a 
planned net loss for the year of about $4,000. This planned loss 
achieves the Board approved goal for cash reserve of $10,000. 

The net loss was planned for this past year to utilize some of the 
more than adequate cash reserves to cover the costs on increases in 
catering, as well as fund special events such as the Hole in One Prize 
Pool (HIOPP) and the Charbonneau Cup Prize Pool.   

The budget for next year plans for a breakeven year with a $231 
profit.  Notes for the Budget adopted for membership year 2019-2020 
are: 
• The Board sees a need to increase the 2019-2020 annual dues to 

$75 ($35 goes to OGA) with a late fee of $90 after December 31, 
2019 (OGA has changed their grace period from February 28 to 
December 31). Members will not be able to post scores in GHIN 
if their Membership fees are not received and processed by 
December 31. 

• Major event fees will likely increase for many of the 2019-2020 
Major Events (e.g. $30 up to $36) due to significant increases 
from caterers of the past few years. 

• The Board will continue to host the two free breakfast events 
that mark the beginning and ending of the golf season; increased 
dues help pay for increased catering costs. 

• The Board will continue to fund the HIOPP and the 
Charbonneau Cup for the 2019-2020 season so that all members 
are eligible. 
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Current and Future Board Members 
There are twelve (12) members of the Board of Directors, each 

serving three-year terms, such that four terms expire each year (see 
table).  The nominating committee has proposed: 
• four members to fill the three-year terms for the 2019 class  

o Laurin Larsen 
o Glen Ferguson 
o Don Mason 
o Steve Werts 

• one member to fill the two-year open term of the 2018 class 
o Zia Yamayee 

• one member to fill the open one-year term of the 2017 class 
o Ford Morishita 
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Steve Bennett 

Steve and his wife Geri moved to Canby in December 2015.  They 
moved here from The Dalles where they had spent the prior 33 years.  
Steve is a retired Newspaper Publisher and Commercial Printing 
business owner.  Geri is a retired RN who worked in OB, Med. Surg, 
and Home Health.  They are proud parents of 5 children,12 
Grandchildren and 2 Great Grandchildren. 

They enjoyed 10 plus years RVing around the country and 
spending winters in the California desert before moving to Canby.  In 
2016 they discovered Charbonneau and found the golfing community 
very welcoming and joined the Men’s and Women’s clubs in the 2016 
season. 
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Mike Brown 
Mike graduated with a BS degree from San Diego State 

University in 1969 and a Masters in Genetics in 1972. He worked at 
San Diego Children’s Hospital and UCSD Medical school. In 1977 he 
and his wife, Sandee, moved to Portland to join The Oregon Health & 
Science University’s Clinical Cytogenetics Lab, part of the Knight 
Cancer Institute at OHSU. Mike was involved in early research 
resulting in the development of leukemia treatment drugs.   

They moved to Charbonneau in 2012 and fell in love with this 
community. After retirement in 2015, he has been playing golf and 
supporting the Men’s Club. He works with the Tuesday golf group 
assisting cleanup of weeds and tree trimming and helping with the 
installation of the yardage markers on sprinkler heads for all 27 holes. 
Mike believes the main focus should always be the friends and fun we 
have while playing this wonderful game of golf. 

During his first term on the Board of Directors, he served as 
Secretary. In 2016, he was reappointed to the Men’s Club Board to 
complete the term of a resigning board member. Since then he has 
served as Vice-President, liaison to Charbonneau Golf Club, Inc., Co-
Chair and Chair of the Invitational Golf Tournament.   

 
This is the 1st hole of the “horse race” at the Invitational Tournament 
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Glen Ferguson (nominated) 
          Glen moved to Charbonneau in 2005 from Beaverton where he 
helped raise his two daughters, Nicole and Angela.  He quickly fell in 
love with the tree-lined streets of this quiet community. 

Glen grew up in Roanoke, Virginia and joined the Air Force at 20 
years old, where he served for ten years. He was fortunate to spend 
time in the Azores, the Philippines, Turkey and Thailand before 
leaving the Air Force. He moved to California, where he began 
working at First Interstate Bank. Glen worked his way up to Regional 
Manager for the Northwest over the next 36 years before settling into 
retired life in Charbonneau. 

Glen enjoys hiking, camping, spending time with his 
grandchildren and exercising. Most importantly, he has had a true 
passion for golf for much of his life! He is excited to be part of the 
Men’s Club where he will have the opportunity to give back to this 
amazing community while also spending time with good friends.  

Jim Gibbons 
Kathy and Jim moved to Charbonneau in 1998 and have enjoyed 

the many activities provided by our community, especially the golf 
events. Prior to Jim’s retirement in 2008, Jim was the Executive 
Director for the Oregon Golf Association for 13 years. He was 
involved with all aspects of working with OGA member clubs 
including handicapping, tournaments, course rating, junior golf and 
rules of golf. These experiences will benefit the Men’s Club in the 
future. Jim also played in 7 National Championships giving him a 
unique perspective. To quote Jim “We all want to play as well as we 
can, but the main focus should be to have fun with golf.” 
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Laurin Larsen (nominated) 
Laurin and his wife, Maureen, moved to Charbonneau five years 

ago as they downsized from a farm on Stafford Road to retirement. 
They have lived in Wilsonville now for 39 years, where they raised 
their three children and owned the Larsen Farm Nursery. Their 
nursery was his wife’s business while he was in the photo equipment 
manufacturing business (30 years) and later in real estate (12 years). 

Laurin has been actively involved with volunteer activities and 
organizations throughout his career. Some of these include the Board 
of Directors of the Scandinavian Heritage Foundation, a 35-year 
member of the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Posse, President of the SW 
Portland Lions Club, the Photo Marketing Association, various 
church groups, many professional organizations and more.  Laurin 
brought to the Charbonneau Men’s Club a variety of golf experiences 
enjoyed during his business career, organizational skills, and a strong 
interest in the game of golf, especially here at Charbonneau.  

 Laurin has served on the Men’s Club Board where he has been a 
member and Chair of the Tournament Committee. He has also 
headed up the Scholarship Committee and served on the Social and 
Nominating Committees. Laurin is seeking a 2nd term on the board. 

Mike Lucich 
Mike moved to Charbonneau four years ago after a 25-year 

career as a music educator in the State of Hawaii Public School 
System. He taught band students at Molokai High School and Kailua 
High School. His final tenure was that of Fine Arts Department 
Chairman at McKinley High School in downtown Honolulu, where he 
also taught guitar and piano lab classes. Prior to moving to Hawaii, he 
taught at Central High School, in Monmouth. He has a master’s 
degree from Western Oregon State University and was awarded a 
summer music fellowship at Northwestern University in Evanston, 
IL. He is still an active musician.   
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Don Mason (nominated) 
Don and his wife Rose moved to Charbonneau in 2006 from 

Lake Oswego where they raised their two children.  Don graduated 
from Oregon State University in 1971 with a BS in Science and an 
MBA in 1974.  He worked for the “telephone company” (Pacific 
Northwest Bell, US West and Qwest) for 34 years in various 
management positions in Seattle and Portland, mostly related to 
finances and regulatory. For the last 14 years of his career he served 
as Oregon Regulatory Director where his primary responsibility was 
representing the company before the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission before retiring in 2008. 

Don’s volunteer work includes 15 years as a Director of the 
Unitus Community Credit Union Board and where he served as Board 
Chair during his last 3 years. He has served as secretary, treasurer 
and chair of the Village Greens Circle HOA. He also served a three-
year term on the Charbonneau Golf Club board and continues as the 
chair of the Charbonneau Water Company committee.  For the last 10 
years, Don has volunteered with AARP Tax-Aide, providing income 
tax services to seniors and low-income taxpayers. 

Don regularly volunteers with the Tuesday morning work party 
and enjoys being outside doing his own yard work. In his spare time, 
he plays some golf and particularly enjoys meeting new players.  He 
and Rose regularly play in several different evening couples golf 
groups. 
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John McLain 
John and his wife, Cathi, moved to Charbonneau in 2013 from 

Lake Oswego. They just celebrated 51 years of marriage. Along the 
way they helped each other to get their college educations (John 
achieved a BS and an MBA), raised two children, and completed 
successful careers. John retired in 2014, after a long a long career in 
the electric utility industry (Southern California Edison and Portland 
General Electric) in areas of management and field operations. From 
2006 to 2014 he was an Adjunct Faculty Member at Marylhurst 
University, and at Clackamas Community College. His personal goals 
in retirement include improving his golf and tennis games, training 
and being trained by the family dog Jasper, and especially traveling 
the world with his wife Cathi. John was elected to a 3-year term in 
October of 2015 and served as Treasurer and President of the Men’s 
Club during his term. He is serving a second term on the Men’s Club 
Board and has recently joined the Charbonneau Country Club Board.   

Bill Moir 
Bill and his wife, Ginny, bought their home in Charbonneau in 

2014 as a place to escape the summer heat of Rancho Mirage, 
California. They decided to sell their winter home in Rancho Mirage 
in 2017 in order to retire and live year-round in the Northwest to be 
close to grandchildren and their roots (Bill being from Portland and 
Ginny form Astoria). They have been thrilled with the decision and 
are dedicated to becoming full-time participants in the Charbonneau 
life style.  

Bill is a graduate of Oregon State University and is a licensed 
Professional Engineer with USDOE certifications He has been a 
mechanical engineer for over 40 years specializing in all aspects of 
steam generation and its use. He still does some part-time consulting 
for some of his long-time clients.  
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Bill states that although his golf skills are “poor” he has played 
golf with enthusiasm having been an active member of three golf 
clubs during the past 40 years. Bill has played in many Charbonneau 
golfing events since moving here and enjoys serving on the Men’s 
Club Board of Directors.   
Ford Morishita (nominated) 

Ford and his wife, Jolene, moved into Charbonneau in 2012. 
Previously, they lived in south Milwaukie where they raised two 
children, Alyssa and Keean. He holds a BS in Biology and MAT in 
Biological Sciences from Lewis and Clark College.  

Ford retired from the North Clackamas SD following 33 years of 
service as science teacher and football, basketball, and head track 
coach. Subsequently, he served as science methods and cohort leader 
at Willamette University, Regional Science Coordinator for ESD 112 
in Vancouver, WA, and currently acts as University Supervisor for 
teacher candidates at Portland State University. 

Ford has extensive board/committee experience which includes: 
Teacher Advisory Council (founding member) for The National 
Academies, Advisory Board Member for Smithsonian Science 
Center/Smithsonian Institution, President and CAGS Chair for 
Oregon/National Science Teachers Association, Advisory Council 
(founding member) for Chalkboard Project, Standing Committees for 
Oregon/US Department of Education,  currently serves as Board 
Member for MESA (Math Science Engineering Achievement) and is a 
member of IBC (Institute for Biosafety Committee) at Providence 
Cancer Research Center. 

Ford has served on the Handicap and Tournament Committees 
with the CMC Board. He is seeking a one-year term. He enjoys 
playing full-time with the fellas in the Men’s Club and hopes to 
contribute to the continued growth and progress of golf in 
Charbonneau. 
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Steve Werts (nominated) 

Steve received a BA degree in communications from the 
University of Washington in December 1967 and was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the United States Army in the same month. He 
received a JD degree from the University of Oregon in June 1971. 
After taking the bar exam, he entered the Army with his reserve 
officer training at Fort Benjamin Harrison. He moved to Seattle to 
practice law and was assigned to a JAG unit for his reserve duty.  

Steve returned to Oregon in 1974 and practiced law in Portland 
for approximately 40 years, specializing in business and real estate 
litigation, business reorganizations, financial restructuring and 
bankruptcies. During that time, he was also an Adjunct Professor at 
the University of Portland, where he taught Commercial Law, and at 
the University of Oregon Law School, where he taught Bankruptcy 
Law for a semester. He retired from active practice in 2013. 

Steve and his wife, Marie, lived in Southwest Portland until July 
2016, when they moved to Charbonneau. They have three children 
who live close by, and four grandsons. Their daily life revolves around 
family and friends. They have met, and continue to meet, friendly, 
interesting people and are very happy here.  

Steve and Marie have been members of Columbia Edgewater 
Country Club twice (22 years total), Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club (10 
years) and Tualatin Country Club. He was a member of the Pumpkin 
Ridge Golf Club Advisory Board for three years, and Steve and Marie 
were volunteer marshals when the U.S. Women’s Open was held at 
Pumpkin Ridge.  

After family, his passions are golf and travel (sometimes for more 
golf) with family and friends. It isn’t unusual for him to play four or 
five rounds a week. He particularly enjoys playing golf with his sons 
and grandsons. His other interests are lunches, dinners, board games 
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and cards, and watching Duck football games with friends, and 
reading (fiction and non-fiction). He also enjoys watching golf 
tournaments, college basketball (Men’s and Women’s) and the 
baseball championships and World Series. 

 
Zia Yamayee (nominated) 

Zia and his wife, Marlene Moore, have lived in Wilsonville since 
June 2011 and plan to live here for the foreseeable future. They both 
enjoy walking in Wilsonville’s numerous beautiful parks and walk-
friendly neighborhoods.  

Zia has a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from Purdue University. 
In May of 2017, after some 36 years of university administration, 
teaching, consulting and research; and 5 years of full-time work in the 
engineering industry, Zia retired from the University of Portland and 
was appointed as Emeritus Professor of Engineering. During his 
professional career (1972-2017), he has authored and/or co-authored 
over 50 articles, a textbook which is translated into Chinese, 22 
technical reports, 12 summary papers, and 15 discussions and 
reviews. His wife, Marlene, has a Ph.D. in Biology and served as 
professor and administrator at the University of Portland and 
Willamette University for over 40 years. 

Zia was talked into playing golf in 1990 when he was serving as 
Dean of Engineering at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington. 
He has continued playing the game ever since. He enjoys the game for 
its social dimension, the beauty of the golf courses, and finds most 
golfers to be wonderful people to spend time with. He has never been 
a great golfer (his lowest handicap was, as he recalls,18 and that was 
long time ago; and has been increasing ever since). He has found the 
Charbonneau Men’s Golf Club a very welcoming and friendly group 
and enjoys playing and socializing with them.  
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Thanks to the Geese Dogs, this picture is from a time long ago  
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Tentative Major Events Schedule 2020 
A finalized schedule will be published in the April Directory: 
April 4, Kick-off Breakfast and Golf 
May 2, 18-hole Guest Day 
May 6, Men’s Night Out 
May 16-17, Spring Handicap Tournament 
May 25, Memorial Day Golf and Dinner (Men and Women) 
Jun 17, Men’s Night Out 
July 4, Independence Day Golf and BBQ (Men and Women) 
July 11, 18-hole Guest Day 
July 15, Men’s Night Out 
July 25, The 27-Hole Match Play Tournament 
August 6-7, Invitational Tournament 
August 12, Nine Hole Division Guest Day 
August 22-23, Club Championship Tournament 
September 4, Nine Hole Division Championship Day 1 
September 7, Labor Day Golf and Dinner (Men and Women) 
September 11, Nine Hole Division Championship Day 2 
September 13, Nine Hole Division Championship Day 3 
September 15, Pink Ball Tournament (Niner’s Sponsored) 
September 23, Men’s Night Out 
October 3, Charbonneau Cup (tentative) 
October 9, Season Finale & Awards Dinner (no golf) 
October 17, Annual Business Meeting Breakfast and Golf 


